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BIRMINGHAM CANAL 


| LADIES « AND. GENTLEMEN, 


an anonimous advertiſement figned © A Proprietor of the Oxford and Coventry 


_ Canals,” thought proper. to reject my laſt addreſs to you, merely becauſe my real 
name was not ſubſcribed to it, my further obſervations are neceſſarily confined to 


.-Mr; Soinney' $ News Paperz which I have ever. found open to all Parties —influenced by f by 
"MORE. 


You need not be informed that your e are at preſent embarraſſed It may 


be of ſervice to you to point out the cauſes of ſuch embarraſſment; which, I may . 


venture to aſſert, has been occafioned by the contracted VIEWS and 1 improper ma- 
ä e of your ſeveral committees. 


The original cauſe of all your preſent difficulties, is the deviation from the Line of 


Canal firſt held out to the coal maſters on the Lower Level, when you ſolicited their : 
"concurrence in your firſt application to parliament. The writings of S. G. El; will 


furniſh a proof that ſuch deviation was made. 


The injured Coal Maſters have been for a long time Glently ſeeking redreſs.-—You 
are ſenſible that they now muſt and will have it. 


' You agreed to make the Canal to New Hall wal Pear committee refuſed to 


finiſh it. Mr. Colmore, who failed in his application to the Court of King's Bench, 
was at the expence of an act of parliament to compel you to do the ching which 
you had previouſly engaged ſhould be done. Your committee perſiſted in neglecting 
to make the junction wich khe Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal at Autherley, 
till they were, (not greatly to your honour) compelled to affign the profits of your 
canal to truſtees, who had the power of applying the ſame for making ſuch junction. 


_ Your ſurvey to Napton, in a former year, which you never had the leaſt ſerious 


intention of purſuing with effect, has not raiſed your company very high in the 

_ eſteem of the public; and the attempt, during the laſt ſummer, to draw a line of 
circumvallation round the north-eaſtern fide of f Birmingham, which was intended to 
exclude for ever all other navigable acceſs to that town, has furniſhed mankind with 
very proper ideas of the wiſdom and public ſpirit of your committee.---Ic ſeems that, 
however the members thereof may from time to time have been changed, your mea- 
ſures have been the ſame---they have ORE ſyſtematically, even in Ar of leſs 

5 conlequenee. 5 9 
I.n your petition to the Tiouſe of commons, you aſſert that the Mines upon the gb ma 
Lower Level have been diſcovered /ince your canal was executed. A wretched artifice 


this, calculated to obviate the force of the objection herein before ſtated, Viz. 
© Your deviation from your original line.“ 


In your printed caſe, lately diſtributed, you roundly aſſert “ That your ee 
has occaſioned a ſaving of 90,000]. per annum to the public for ſeven years paſt. N 


Why do your commirtee adopt ſuch monſtrous poſitions ?---They cannot expect 
them to pals Rec, for they know and feel that their 9 are wines 
5 Fen | | our 


8 the publiſher of the Birmingham Gazette, at th very time 1 he 9 


Your agents at Stafford, Worceſter, Gloceſter, & c. have been endeavouring to 
obtain petitions from theſe places againſt the New Canal, upon the ſtrange. pretence 
that the coals which ſupply theſe markets will be ſent into Oxfordſhire ; and cer- + 
tain members of your private committee in London, at the ſame time, made over- 
tures for making a canal for the very purpoſe of carrying the ſame coals into Oxford» 
 Foire—— Attend a moment to hor 04-02, OEM of this duplicity.---If you really and 
| ſeriouſly offer to make ſuch canal, the inhabitants of the places before mentioned will 
find out your attempts to deceive them, and will highly reſent the „ 
If you do not really and ſeriouſly undertake to make ſuch canal, the noblemen to 
whom your committee in London have made ſuch overtures, will perceive that you 
have only been amuſing them---the conſequence of this is obvious. 5 


> 2 * (+4 


Nothing but the ſpirit of folly and infatuation could induce your committee to 
treat with an offenſive reſerve a noble and amiable Earl, to whom you are under the 
greateſt obligations. He, till within theſe ſeto days, has been kept in the dark as to 
the Meeting of the Delegates from the Four Companies held in the ſummer at 
Coleſhill. He was abſent when this happened; and, to prevent his being alarmed 

at ſuch a formidable confederacy, it was, it ſeems, thought moſt proper to keep him 
ignorant of it. This was not the effect of mere accident, for an eminent phyſician, 

of a communicative diſpoſition, much intereſted in the canal, who lives on terms of 
Intimacy with the noble Lord, was at Coleſhill on the day of the meeting, and con- 

_ verſed with ſome of the delegates ; yet he, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, has been, in 
this reſpect, entirely falent. F $2 aro We Þ- | 1775 


I ) bere is ſomething myſterious in the manner in which your committee have paſſed 

| over the propoſitions of ſecuring 101. per cent. made to you by the Solicitors of the _ 
jj (ß. 
Tour ſilence has furniſhed them with at leaſt plauſible arguments in defence f 
their conduct. They probably would not have had this advantage, had your com- 
mittee preſſed them for explanations, which might have perplexed them to give in a 
ſatisfactory manner. This is a matter of great conſequence to you- you have a 


— 


. right to full and explicit information on theſe heads, viz. The Committee either did * 


or did not require the new company to explain themſelves. If they did -- Who were 
the orders given to, and how were they executed? If they did not, let them take the 
bl // ↄ 2 v Eo ro 5 
What has been ſaid may juſtify my aſſertions that your embarraſſment ariſes from 
the contracted views and impolitic management of your committees. Te, 
To-: morrow you are to aſſemble to confider of proper meaſures to be taken for 
extricating yourſelves. The meaſures you determine upon mult be carried into 
execution with promptitude and alacrity, and muſt be executed punctually too, for 
your fincerity is at preſent impeached by former milde&& Do not, for a moment, 
think that any temporary expedients will avail you. Fou have to treat with able 
men, well verſed in public bufineſs. You are preſſed hard by opponents of whom 
you once thought contemptibly, but have had reaſon to change your ſentiments, 
In a word, I you really wiſh to ſupplant them in the eſteem of the three great 


navigation companies, you mult take their ground, © 
Jou muſt engage to carry the whole length of the Old and extended Canal at ons 
penny per ton, per mile. You muſt advance one half of the money requiſite for 
finiſhing that part of the Coventry Canal which lies between Fazeley and Fradley- 
Heath; the whole of which will amount to 16,000]. and you muſt ſubmit to be 
bound by an act, ac, to certain commiſſioners, who, without any further application 

to parliament, or courts at law, are to have power, {in caſe you do not compleat 
your undertaking in a limited time) to take and receive the tolls ariſing from your 
canal, and apply the money for the purpoſe of compleating the above plan. 


I beſe things the New Company are determined to do, and theſe things, provided = 
your company could bg legally bound to undertake freſh projetts, you muſt agree to do 
likewiſe. _ 5” 88 e CG 5 

I will ſuppoſe, for a moment, if ſuch a ſuppoſition can exiſt ſo long, that you, _ 
who ſo evidently have been averſe to the meaſure, are now ſincerely and earneſtly de- 
firous of making the canal, permit me to aſk, How is the money to be raiſed? 


You 
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| You cannot raiſe it by virtue of any determination of the majority of ſubſcribers 


at the general meeting to-morrow, for your company has no powers but what are 


_ *reated by the act. Theſe powers are confined to particular vbjefts, viz. The mak- 
ing and maintaining a certain navigable canal in the act preſcribed and limited, and 
not to make and maintain other freſh canals, which neither the legiſlature or the 


proprietors had in view when the act was obtained. . ETA 
From common ſenſe then, and the nature of things, it is evident that individuals 


of the company are not bound by any contract or reſolution entered into, even by 
5 the majority of the company, to apply, without their actual conſent, their ſhare of the 


capital ſtock to execute ſuch freſh projects. 


If, therefore, the anal conſent of each and every individual is neceffary, I may 4 
juſtiy conclude, that the diſſent of one ſuch individual will be fatal to the ſcheme. 


But, ſuppofing it otherwiſe, Who is to conſent for orphans and widows under ſet- 


 tlements? Will the guardians and truſtees of theſe think it prudent to run a riſque 
of their property, by entirely altering the nature of their ſecurity ? In your printed 
_ caſe, you ſay that one hundred and fifty ſhares belong to widows and orphans. 
 _ There is only one way to get over this difficulty, which is to open a freſh ſub- 
' ſcription : But what will be the conſequence ? Strangers may be admitted, and then 
what becomes of the pretence which you lay claim to, as the Old Birmingham Canal 
Company? The undertaking will be to be executed by a freſh company of adventurers 
lately formed; and then, perhaps, the merits of the intended Bilſton Canal Com- 


pany, in bringing matters to the preſent point, may be thought worthy of notice, 


Ih! be foregoing is, I truſt, a fair repreſentation of your preſent fituation, and the 
cCauſes of it. The lines are ſtrong, and the picture may not be pleaſing. I have 
not attempted a pleaſing but ſtrong likeneſs; to flatter you at this period would 
JJ SS oor ern egy, ne 
My wiſh is to call the attention of the company at large to the management of 
JJ... Pf I os Ro nd. 
If, from what I have ſaid, there are any doubts about the preſent powers of the 
majority of the company to bind = parties to undertake-freſh projects, let the opi- 
tely for you fortunately for this populous part 
of the kingdom, you can have eaſy acceſs to an eminent practitioner at the bar, 
| Whoſe legal knowledge, candour, and integrity, have juſtly ſecured him the eſteem 
and confidence of all who know him he will ſoon remove all doubts. DOE 


> 


_ Before you can determine with propriety on undertaking new canals, you ſhould 


_ be furniſhed with eſtimates, ſigned by an engineer of high character, who, for the ſake 
e reputation, will be careful of leading you into errors. If ſuch eſtimates are not 
produced to-morrow, I conceive it would be proper for you to adjourn, for a few 

days, till that and the council's opinion can be procured. I do not fee that any harm 

can ariſe from ſuck adjournment, as you have till the 6th of February to prepare 
an application to parliament for any extenſion or freſh canal you may determine upon; 


when you have obtained this information, and the explanation of the conduct of your 


committee, in reſpect of the propoſition of ſecuring to you 10]. per cent. made by 


the New Company, you will have more ſure grounds to go upon than you have 
at preſent. 5 5 „ ED 


Above all things, come to your general meeting with cool heads, and candid ſen- 
timents; always remembering, that to think rightly, and act fairly, is true wiſdom, 


= A PROPRIETOR, 
January 2d, 1783. ig | | a 8 
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